
“UNDERSTANDING” ELECTION – ROMANS PART 27 
Romans 9 

 
Romans 9 is one of the most difficult chapters in the Bible, and it’s where many Christians stop 
being objective, agreeable, humble, or even friendly.  Today we’re just going to scratch the 
surface of this difficult and uncomfortable topic.  I hope you’re encouraged to trust God even 
without complete understanding.   
 

1. GOD FULFILLS HIS PROMISES APART FROM OUR OBEDIENCE OR 
UNDERSTANDING 
 
Romans 9:6-8   
Abraham’s disobedience did NOT keep God from fulfilling HIS promise.  And neither does ours.   
Romans 9:10-13   
God continued His promise through the younger son, Jacob, which was counter-cultural and 
didn’t make sense to ANYBODY.  We don’t have to understand how God works for Him to work. 
 

2. GOD CHOOSES (ELECTS) PEOPLE BASED ON REASONS HE ALONE KNOWS, NOT 
ON OUR WORKS 
 
God didn’t say why He chose Jacob instead of Esau, but it was NOT because Jacob DESERVED it. 
Ephesians 2:4-5  But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead 
because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that 
you have been saved!) 

 
God only rejected Esau from carrying the line of promise, NOT FROM KNOWING AND LOVING 
HIM.  Both twins grew up well-aware of God’s promises, and they saw how God led and blessed 
their family. 
 

3. GOD’S ELECTION IS MERCIFUL, NOT UNJUST 
 
Romans 9:14-24 

 
APART FROM GOD’S MERCY, NOBODY CAN BE SAVED!  None of us DESERVE salvation.  God’s 
choice to call and save SOME shows His MERCY.  God’s choice to let some go to hell shows his 
JUSTICE – that there is a penalty for sin.   
 
God elects some people to salvation; humans have free will and must believe/trust in Jesus to 
be saved.  How they fit together is a PARADOX that humans can’t answer, and we’ll never 
understand it here on earth.   
 
OBEY WHAT YOU DO UNDERSTAND!  Read the arguments on both sides if you want.  But 
always tell people what your wonderful Savior has done for you.   


