
THREE TRUTHS ABOUT PEOPLE WHO TRUST JESUS – Romans Part 21 
Romans 8:17-25 

 
1. IF YOU TRUST IN JESUS, YOU’LL ENDURE SUFFERING FOR HIM 
Romans 8:17c-18  But if we are to share in his glory, we must also share his suffering.  18 Yet what we 
suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 

 
Some people suffer because they have no ability to do anything about it; other people suffer 
WILLINGLY - BECAUSE THERE’S A PAYOFF. 
 
FOR CHRISTIANS, SUFFERING SERVES A PURPOSE.  FOR UNBELIEVERS, SUFFERING IS JUST A 
WASTE OF ALREADY LIMITED TIME. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:17  For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long.  Yet they produce for us a 
glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 
John 16:33  “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me.  Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows.  But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” 

 

2. IF YOU TRUST JESUS, YOU’LL LONG FOR HIS RETURN 
Romans 8:19-23 

 
ALL OF CREATION groans for the day when God will end the death and decay caused by man’s 
sin.  Christians long for the end of our struggle with sin.  We long to be with Jesus in perfect 
heaven.  We don’t have a clear picture of what heaven will be like, but Jesus will be there and 
sin won’t! 
 

3. IF YOU TRUST JESUS, YOU’LL WAIT FOR HIM PATIENTLY AND CONFIDENTLY 
Romans 8:24-25  We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t 
need to hope for it. 25 But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and 
confidently.) 

 
The word translated “hope” doesn’t mean wishing that you’ll get something but you’re not 
really sure.  Hope means CONFIDENT ASSURANCE that you’ll receive what Jesus promised.  
 
Our hope of eternal life with Jesus in heaven is still FUTURE, but it’s ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN. 
 
Heaven is near only for those who trust in Jesus.  Time is passing quickly.  Keep heaven in your 
thoughts DAILY – hour by hour and minute by minute.  Attempt to make EVERY decision with 
heaven in mind.  Live for it.  Anticipate it.  Prepare for it.  Tell others about it so that they can 
prepare for it, too.  And wait for it PATIENTLY and CONFIDENTLY. 
 
 
 


