
THREE BLESSINGS OF SPIRITUAL ADOPTION – Romans Part 20 
Romans 8:15-17 

 
At the moment of salvation, God adopts us as His own children.  Our lives change FOREVER, just 
like with earthly adoption.  Let’s notice three blessings of this spiritual adoption. 
 

1. INTIMACY WITH GOD 
Romans 8:15  So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.  Instead, you received 
God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.  Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”   

 
John MacArthur says, “Abba is an informal Aramaic term for Father, connoting intimacy, 
tenderness, dependence, and complete lack of fear or anxiety. Modern English equivalents 
would be Daddy, or Papa. When Jesus was agonizing in the Garden of Gethsemane as He was 
about to take upon Himself the sins of the world, He used that name of endearment, praying, 
‘Abba! Father!’ (Mark 14:36).”   
 
God wants to be your HEAVENLY Father.  He created you and He knows everything about you – 
good, bad, public, and secret.  He loves you so much that He sent His Son to die for your sins.   
 
God accepts as children all who come to Him through His Son Jesus: 
John 1:12-13 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of 
God. 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that 
comes from God. 

 

2. AFFIRMATION FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Romans 8:16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 

 
The Holy Spirit gives us the AWARENESS that we are God’s children.  He works on us 
CONTINUALLY, reminding us of God’s truth, convicting us of sin, and drawing us to 
REPENTANCE and OBEDIENCE. 
 

3. INHERITANCE OF GOD’S RICHES 
Romans 8:17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs.  In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of 
God’s glory. 

 
Adopted children have all the rights and privileges of natural born children. 
 
At salvation, we no longer belong to this world.  Sin is no longer our master, death no longer 
our destiny.  Our INHERITANCE changes because we’ve become children of God instead of 
children of the world. We have full access to His resources.  He gives us a new STATUS – 
FORGIVEN; a new NAME – CHILD OF GOD; a new NATURE – RIGHTEOUSNESS, a new PRIORITY 
– TO GLORIFY HIM IN ALL WE DO; and a new DESTINATION – ETERNITY IN HEAVEN. 
 


