
THE GREATNESS OF THE LAW – Romans Part 17 
Romans 7:7-13 

 
1. SIN IS REVEALED BY THE LAW 
Romans 7:7  Well then, am I suggesting that the law of God is sinful? Of course not! In fact, it was the 
law that showed me my sin. I would never have known that coveting is wrong if the law had not said, 
“You must not covet.” 

 
The law shows us God’s standards.  When we fail to keep His standards, it’s called SIN.   
The law shows us how DESPERATELY we need God’s GRACE and FORGIVENESS, and how we 
need HIM to do FOR us what we can’t do for OURSELVES. 
 

2. SIN TRIES TO TWIST THE LAW 
Romans 7:8-11  But sin used this command to arouse all kinds of covetous desires within me!  If there 
were no law, sin would not have that power. 9 At one time I lived without understanding the law. But 
when I learned the command not to covet, for instance, the power of sin came to life,10 and I died.  So I 
discovered that the law’s commands, which were supposed to bring life, brought spiritual death 
instead.  11 Sin took advantage of those commands and deceived me; it used the commands to kill me. 

 
Our sinful nature takes God’s WARNINGS and TWISTS them into WELCOMES.   
Sin KILLS.  Fortunately, God sent Jesus to die in our place, to save us from our sins when we put 
our trust in Him.   
 

3. SIN CAN’T TARNISH THE LAW 
Romans 7:12-13  But still, the law itself is holy, and its commands are holy and right and good.  13 But 
how can that be?  Did the law, which is good, cause my death?  Of course not!  Sin used what was good 
to bring about my condemnation to death.  So we can see how terrible sin really is.  It uses God’s good 
commands for its own evil purposes. 

The law is HOLY and RIGHT and GOOD.  It doesn’t MAKE us sin; it just SHOWS us our sin.  It 
doesn’t kill us; our sins do.  It doesn’t make us want to disobey God; our sin nature does. 
 
Matthew 5:17-18  “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or 
the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose.  18 I tell you the truth, until heaven 
and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is 
achieved.” 

 
God’s ULTIMATE purpose of the law is to show us that we’re sinners and that we need 
someone to save us.  That knowledge drives SOME people to discover the Savior God sent, and 
the ENTIRE OLD TESTAMENT tells all about Him – Jesus.   


