
THE GOLDEN CHAIN OF SALVATION: PART A – Romans Part 24 
Romans 8:29-30 

 
Paul’s purpose in Romans 8:28-30 was to give Christians the assurance of salvation.  No matter 
what happens to us on earth, God is working for our good and our place in heaven is 
guaranteed. 
 
But these verses are also CONTROVERSIAL, especially because of the word PREDESTINATION.  
The debate goes back at LEAST to 400 A.D.  Your opinion on this Biblical topic gets you labeled 
“Calvinist” or “Arminian,” after their famous namesakes, John Calvin and Jacob Arminius. 
 
At its simplest form, Calvinists believe salvation is God’s choice, and Arminians believe 
salvation is man’s choice.  In reality, both God AND man choose, but we have the same ability 
to UNDERSTAND how they work together as we do the TRINITY – not much. 
 
Warren Wiersbe said, “Try to explain election and you may lose your mind.  But try to explain it 
away and you may lose your soul!” 
 
We’re going to summarize the five words of “The Golden Chain of Salvation” in three 
statements, and we’ll look at the FIRST statement and the FIRST two words today: 
 
1. OUR SALVATION IS SECURE BECAUSE GOD PLANNED IT 

A. Foreknew 
Romans 8:29a  For God knew his people in advance . . .  (ESV “For those whom he foreknew . . .”) 

 
Foreknew here does not mean that God simply looked down through history, saw who would 
believe in Him, and that THOSE people became His ELECT.    That would mean that salvation 
begins with MAN’S FAITH.  Scripture teaches that no one can choose God without God first 
choosing them.  See John 6:37, 6:44; Ephesians 1:4-5, 11; 1 Peter 1:2. 
FOREKNOW often means “to know with special intimacy” and is used throughout Scripture to 
refer to sex between husband and wife.  This SPECIAL INTIMACY Paul speaks of is what God 
had for His people FROM BEFORE CREATION. 
 

B. Predestined/Chose 
Romans 8:29 b, c  . . . and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  (ESV  . . . he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.) 

 
Predestine means to mark out, appoint, or determine beforehand.   
God is working out His plan to save everyone He chose, for the purpose of GLORIFYING 
HIMSELF THROUGH HIS SON.   
The greatest benefit of salvation is NOT that you don’t go to hell, but that you get to SPEND 
ETERNITY WITH JESUS, and you get to KNOW Him. 


